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cultures	influenced	by	Indian,	China	and	Western	culture.	The	region	includes	the	Muslim	País	more	populated	in	the	world,	very	prominent	Buddhists	and	Christian	communities,	highly	significant	hindows	and	animists.	For	a	long	time	it	has	been	a	favorite	corner	of	the	world	for	balloon	cable	backpackers,	known	for	its	perfect	beaches,	tasty
kitchen,	low	prices	and	good	connections	The	pairs	of	Southeast	Asietic	represent	a	totally	different	culture	for	Western	travelers.	Instead	of	cathedrals,	you	will	find	temples.	Instead	of	cold	and	snow	temperatures	in	the	winter,	mostly	they	will	be	danced	in	a	tropical	climate.	They	can	find	simple	accommodations	in	remote	fishing	villages,	but	also
luxurious	five	-star	hotels	in	the	most	large	cities	and	in	the	most	popular	islands.	Southeast	asiest	will	attract	active	travelers	and	adventurers,	who	want	to	travel	the	smoking	jungles,	dive	in	some	of	the	best	coral	reefs	in	the	world,	camp	or	raffting	hook	in	new	rivers.	But	the	region	also	offers	something	less	active	travelers	who,	after	a	day	of
visiting	temples	and	other	cultural	sites,	just	want	to	relax	comfortably	in	a	luxury	hotel.	A	general	description	of	the	best	places	to	visit	in	the	Southeast	Assistant:	29.	Votiane	[see	map]	James_antrobus	/	Flickr	Vienntiane,	the	capital	of	Laos,	is	located	in	the	Rão	Mekong	near	the	border	with	Thailand.	A	former	French	possession	is	an	elegant	city
that	is	now	the	center	satsidub	satsidub	solpmeT	.6851	a	atnomer	es	euq	atsidub	aputse	anu	,gnauL	euq	AHP	le	esredrep	n¡Ãrreuq	on	enaitneiV	ed	setnatisiv	soL	.sÃap	led	Sites	abound,	but	travelers	will	also	want	to	walk	through	Riverside	Mekong	Park.	Accommodation:	where	to	stay	also	in	Vientianesee:	Attractions	in	Vientiane	28.	Sihanoukville
[see	map]	and	Strupler	/	Flickr	Cambodia,	Cambodia's	most	popular	beach	destination,	Sihanoukville,	is	where	the	United	States	fought	in	its	last	battle	in	the	Vietnam	War.	Although	none	of	the	Sihanoukville	beaches	would	qualify	as	the	best	of	Southeast	Asia,	it	is	a	great	place	to	relax	after	visiting	all	the	Jemer	ruins	in	the	rest	of	the	country.	The
beaches	are	popular	among	a	variety	of	travelers,	from	backpackers	that	stay	in	huts	on	the	beach	to	those	who	prefer	the	luxury	of	five-star	hotels.	The	snorkel	is	popular	in	some	of	the	islands	on	the	high	seas.	See	also:	The	best	beaches	in	Sihanoukville	27.	SAPA	[see	Map]	Located	in	the	remote	northwest	of	Vietnam,	Sapa	is	a	quiet	city	used	as	a
base	for	walking	in	the	surrounding	mountains,	rice	tours	and	visiting	traditional	villages	and	hill	tribes.	In	the	city	of	Sapa,	there	are	attractive	French	colonial	sites	worth	visiting,	while	the	various	ethnic	tribes	in	the	area	often	meet	in	the	city	market	to	sell	their	handicrafts,	which	are	excellent	memories.	26.	Perhentian	Islands	[see	Map]	Adamina	/
Flickr	Perhentian	Islands	are	a	small	group	of	beautiful	coral	islands	on	the	northeast	coast	of	Malaysia,	not	far	from	the	Thai	border.	The	two	main	islands	are	the	perhentian	besar	and	the	perhentian	kecil	(	large	and	small	perhentian).	Kecil	attracts	more	travelers,	as	it	has	a	cheaper	accommodation,	while	Besar	serves	more	families	and	those	who
want	to	avoid	the	scene	of	the	backpacker	party.	25.	Hanoi	[View	map]	Greg	Hayter	/	Flickr	Hanoi,	the	capital	of	Vietnam,	combines	the	charm	of	the	Old	World	with	a	pace	of	life	that	accelerates	to	measurethis	old	city	is	modernized.	visitors	can	see	locals	taking	lessons	from	Tai-Chi	in	the	park	in	the	mornings,	while	skaters	approach.	in	the	heart	of
Hanoi	is	its	old	room,	aMuseum	of	historic	Asian	and	French	colonial	architecture	that	has	remained	largely	intact.	The	ancient	temples	and	art	museums	share	the	list	of	attractions	with	museums	dedicated	to	the	Vietnamese	revolution	and	military	history.	Accommodation:	where	to	stay	also	in	Hanoisee:	Top	Hanoi	Attractions	24.	Vang	Vieng	[View
map]	Vang	Vieng	is	a	picturesque	city	north	of	Vientiane	which	is	known	for	its	limestone	karst	formations.	Located	in	the	Nam	Song	River,	the	city	is	surrounded	by	Karst	Hills,	making	it	very	picturesque.	This	city	of	25,000	people	is	popular	among	the	backpackers	who	come	to	Tube	and	Kayak	in	the	river.	Visitors	also	like	to	walk,	explore	caves
and	climb	rocks	on	the	hills.	Textiles	are	a	popular	purchase.	Accommodation:	where	to	stay	in	Vang	Vieng	23.	Phuket	[see	map]	Anol	Bhattacharya	/	Flickr	known	for	its	beautiful	beaches	and	excellent	diving,	Phuket	is	the	largest	island	in	Thailand	and	the	most	popular	destination	outside	Bangkok.	With	resorts,	hotels,	shops,	restaurants	and	vibrant
nightlife,	Patong	Beach	is	the	most	popular	beach.	Phuket	is	also	a	place	for	maximum	relaxation	and	we	measure	with	its	many	options	ranging	from	beach	massage	tents	to	world-class	spa	resorts	in	stunning	environments.	See	also:	The	best	places	to	visit	in	Phuket	22.	Kuala	Lumpur	[see	map]	©	Joyfull	/	Dreamstime	Kuala	Lumpur	is	a	bustling	city
that	serves	as	the	capital	of	Malaysia.	The	most	populous	city	in	the	country	has	a	landscape	full	of	skyscrapers	of	innovative	design,	including	the	iconic	Towers	Twin	Petronas,	the	highest	twin	towers	in	the	world.	Kuala	Lumpur	also	boasts	an	outstanding	museum	of	Islamic	arts;	Bukit	Bintang's	pedestrian	bridge	and	tunnel	connecting	the	city
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a	war	cemetery,	and	the	city¢ÃÂÂs	only	synagogue,	Musmeah	Yeshua.	13.Ã	ÂBoracay[SEE	MAP]	Boracay	is	a	small	island	located	less	than	320	km	(200	miles)	south	of	Manila,	the	country¢ÃÂÂs	capital.	It	is	most	famous	for	its	beautiful	beaches,	which	various	travel	publications	have	termed	some	of	the	best	in	Southeast	Asia.	Top	beaches	include
Yapak,	known	for	its	white	shells,	and	White	Beach,	known	for	stunning	sunsets.	Another	top	attraction	is	Wiley¢ÃÂÂs	Rock,	which	features	a	statue	of	the	Virgin	Mary	sitting	atop	a	volcanic	formation.	Accommodation:	Where	to	Stay	in	Boracay	12.Ã	ÂMount	Kinabalu[SEE	MAP]Eric	in	SF	/	Flickr	Towering	4095	meter	(13,435	ft)	above	northern
Borneo,	Mount	Kinabalu	is	the	highest	mountain	between	the	Himalayas	and	the	island	of	New	Guinea.	The	main	peak	of	the	mountain	can	be	climbed	easily	by	a	person	with	a	good	physical	condition,	and	requires	no	mountaineering	equipment	although	climbers	must	be	accompanied	by	guides	at	all	times.	For	those	with	limited	time	or	energy,
there	are	gardens	and	many	short	walks	through	the	jungle	to	enjoy	in	the	vicinity	of	the	entrance.	11.Ã	ÂKomodo	National	Park[SEE	MAP]	Komodo	National	Park	is	located	on	an	archipelago	near	the	island	of	Flores.	The	islands	are	populated	by	thousands	of	giant	lizards	known	as	¢ÃÂÂKomodo	dragons¢ÃÂÂ	because	of	their	appearance	and
aggressiveness.	This	is	the	only	place	in	the	world	where	these	lizards,	the	largest	in	the	world,	can	be	found.	Although	attacks	are	very	rare,	Komodo	dragons	have	been	known	to	attack	humans.	10.Ã	ÂSingapore[SEE	MAP]	Singapore,	a	city-state,	lies	at	the	south	end	of	the	Malay	Peninsula	just	137	km	(85	miles)	above	the	equator.	Chinese	are	the
predominant	ethnic	group,	at	75	percent	of	the	population.	Travelers	will	hear	residents	speaking	a	variety	of	languages:	Mandarin,	English,	Malay	and	Tamil.	Singapore	is	a	former	British	If	secarret	Ecir	Oagufi	eht	tisiv	yeht	nehw	mehw	meht	sdrach	yromem	Fo	stol	evah	tnaw	srehpargotohp	]Pay	eescarret	ecir	oagufiâ	snosaer	rof	yrune	ht41	eht	ni
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ed	alsi	Undisutable	of	the	most	of	the	17,000	islands	of	Indonesia,	Bali	lives	until	its	reputation	as	the	quintasencial	paraãso.	The	waters	around	are	known	for	its	high	marine	diversity	and	coral	reefs	while	the	lush	rice	terraces	provide	a	picturesque	backdrop	to	its	colorful	and	deeply	spiritual	Hindu	culture.	The	island	also	has	several	great	beach
towns,	like	Kula,	as	well	as	other	areas,	such	as	Ubud,	which	are	known	for	performing	and	artistic	arts.	Accommodation:	Where	to	Stay	in	BaliSee	also:	Best	Bali	Places	1.Ã	ÂAngkor[SEE	MAP]	When	it	comes	to	archeological	sites,	travelers	won¢ÃÂÂt	want	to	miss	Angkor	in	northern	Cambodia.	It	contains	some	of	the	world¢ÃÂÂs	most	important
cultural	remains.	These	include	the	enormous	Angkor	Wat	temple,	the	Bayon	temple	with	its	multitude	of	massive	stone	faces	and	Ta	Prohm,	a	Buddhist	temple	ruin	entwined	with	towering	trees.	Historically,	Angkor	served	as	the	Khmer	capital	from	the	ninth	to	14th	centuries,	which	influenced	art	throughout	Southeast	Asia.	See	also:	Top	Angkor
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